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SUB J : AALC-OATUU AFRICAN-AMERICAN TRADE UNION SYMPOSIUM 
ON EMPLOYMENT AND TRADE, ABIDJAN, MAY 16-19, 1978 

REF: STATE 136281 

1 . EMBASSY LABOFF WAS NOT AT POST DURING THE SUBJECT SYMPOSIUM. 
BACK-UP OFFICERS WERE EITHER TRAVELING OR ENGAGED IN OTHER 
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DUTIES WHICH PRECLUDED ATTENDANCE AT SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS. 

FORMER DCM GOODWIN COOKE, WHO DEPARTED POST MAY 29, 

HOSTED A RECEPTION FOR SYMPOSIUM PARTICIPANTS AND 
ATTNEDED ONE OR MORE SESSIONS. MR. COOKE WILL BE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT FOR CONSULTATIONS AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE SOME DETAILS ON THE SYMPOSIUM. 
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2. EMBASSY WISHES TO ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT THAT MR. 

ROBERT RICHTER, PROGRAM OFFICER, AFRICAN-AMERICAN LABOR 
CENTER, NEW YORK, TAPED THE ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS FOR 
PURPOSES OF PREPARING A COMPREHENSIVE SYMPOSIUM REPORT. 

THIS REPORT WAS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY, 

AND IT SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT UPON REQUEST. 

3. THE REFERENCE SYMPOSIUM WAS SPONSORED BY THE AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN LABOR CENTER AND THE OATUU, WITH THE UNION 
GENERALE DES TR A V AILLEURS DE COTE D IVORIE (UCTCI) AS 
HOST. THE PRINCIPAL THEME WAS THAT OF RECENT CHANGES IN 
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIE AND THEIR EFFECTS ON EMPLOYMENT 
AND WORKERS. THIS INCLUDED DISCUSSION OF NORTH-SOUTH 
DIALOGUE AND OF THE NEED FOR TRADE UNION INCLUSION IN 
DECISION-MAKING ON ANY RESSTRUCTURING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THREE AFL-CIO VICE PRESIDENTS (ALBERT 
SHANKER, MURRAY FINLEY AND FREDERICK O'NEAL) PRESENTED 
THE AMERICAN LABOR POINT OF VIEW. AFRICAN PARTICIPANTS 
WERE AS FOLLOWS: DENNIS AKUMU, SECRETARY GENERAL, 

OATUU; JOSEPH COFFIE, SECRETARY GENERAL, UCTCI, IVORY 
COAST; A. M. ISSIFU, SECRETARY GENERAL, GTUC, GHANA; 

SEYDOU DIALLO, SECRETARY GENERAL, UNTM, MALI; NANGBOG 
BARNABO, SECRETARY GENERAL, CNTT, TOGO; NEWSTEAD ZIMBA, 
SECRETARY GENERAL, ZAMBIA CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS; 

SIWA DIO BANZA, UNTZ, ZAIRE; HON. JUMA BOY, SECRETARY 
GENERAL, KENYA CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF TRADE UNIONS; 
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J. B. KABIA, SECRETARY GENERAL, SIERRA LEONE LABOR 
CONGRESS; MARTIN NZOUGHE, PRESIDENT, FEDERAL SYNDICATE 
GABONAISE. 

4. THE SYMPOSIUM WAS A FIRST EFFORT AT EXCHANGING VIEWS 
AMONG TRADE UNIONISTS ON INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE AND 
EMPLOYMENT. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE AFL-CIO 
EMPHASIZED ITS DESIRE TO PROTECT AMERICAN JOBS 

FROM SEVERE IMPORT COMPETITION AND THAT THE AFRICANS, 

CITING THEIR INTEREST IN CREATING INDUSTRIAL EXPORT 
SECTORS AND INDUSTRIAL JOBS, WERE SOMEWHAT IN DISAGREEMENT. 
PRIOR TO COMMENTING FURTHER ON THE SYMPOSIUM. EMBASSY 
PREFERS TO AWAIT RECEIPT OF MR. RICHTER S FULL REPORT. 

STEARNS 
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